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To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representatives 

in  Congress  assembled . 

The  Petition  of  THOMAS,  COWPERTH W AIT  &  Co. 
Booksellers  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  respectfully 
represents : 

That  they  have  printed,  and  are  now  prepared  to  publish 
the  Reports  of  all  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  organization  of  the  Court,  to  1843,  and 
having  printed  the  same  from  stereotype  plates,  they  are 
enabled  to  offer  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  such 
number  of  copies  as  may  be  required  to  furnish  to  the  officers 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Executive, 
Legislative  and  Judicial  branches  of  every  State  Government, 
sets  of  the  same  at  an  exceedingly  reduced  price,  if  the  wisdom 
of  your  Honorable  bodies  should  deem  it  proper  to  purchase 
the  same,  and  thus  to  comply  with  the  desires  expressed  in  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Honorable  Legislatures  of  the  States  of 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Georgia,  Maryland,  De¬ 
laware,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  New  Hampshire,  &c.,  with  the  petitions  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  bar  of  those  States,  presented  to  Congress,  and  with 
the  general  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  1791,  where  the  cases 
decided  by  that  Court  were  first  preserved,  up  to  1827,  as  re¬ 
ported  bv  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Cranch  and  Mr.  Wheaton,  are  con¬ 
tained  in  six  volumes  of  the  condensed  Reports  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  by  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  and  those 
volumes  include  abstracts  of  the  decisions  of  the  Circuit  and 
District  Courts,  in  parallel  cases,  which  are  found  in  the  volumes 
of  the  Reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States  from  1801,  Mr.  Wallace’s  Reports,  to  1841, 
the  Reports  by  the  Honorable  Mr.  Justice  McLean. 

The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  from  1828,  inclusive,  to 
1843,  are  contained  in  Peters’s  Reports,  being  sixteen  volumes. 

The  whole  number  of  the  volumes  of  the  Reports  now  ten¬ 
dered  to  your  Honorable  bodies,  is  twenty-two,  and  the  price  at 
which  they  are  offered,  in  excellent  Law  Binding,  is  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  volume,  if  five  hundred  copies  are  taken  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
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Your  petitioners  ask  leave  most  respectfully  to  represent, 
thatgin^  preparing  this  edition  of  the  Reports  at  the  reduced 
cost  at  which  they  are  now  offered  to  the  Government,  they 
have  sought  to  supply  the  demand  which  has  been  made  on 
Congress,  for  a  genera!  diffusion  of  the  adjudged  law  of  the 
United  States,  at  so  low  a  price  as  may  induce  their  promul¬ 
gation  throughout  the  whole  union.  The  cost  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Reports,  as  originally  published,  exceeded  two  hundred 
dollars.  The  cost  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts’  Reports, 
from  which  the  abstracts  have  been  made  in  the  condensed 
Reports,  originally  exceeded  two  hundred  dollars. 

Your  petitioners  most  respectfully  solicit  that  this  proposition 
may  be  taken  into  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress,  and 
they  offer  to  execute  any  contract  for  the  number  of  copies  of 
the  work  mentioned  in  this  petition,  or  for  any  greater  number 
in  the  same  proportion. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS,  COWPERTHWAIT  &  Co. 
Philadelphia ,  December  1  Otf/i,  1850. 

A.  (Presented  February  12,  1844.) 

A  RESOLUTION, 

TO  PROCURE  THE  PUBLICATION  AND  CIRCULATION  OF  THE  DECISIONS 

of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  a 

CHEAP,  AUTHENTIC  AND  UNIFORM  STYLE. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , 
That  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
inasmuch  as  they  contain  the  only  authentic  exposition  of  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Union,  ought  to  be  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  National  Legislature,  and  at  the 
general  expense  ;  that  copy-right  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted 
to  any  individual :  that  they  ought  to  be  circulated  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Acts  of  Congress  themselves:  that  it  would  be 
a  wise  and  beneficent  policy  to  present  copies  thereof  to  all  the 
Colleges,  public  Libraries,  and  Incorporated  Institutions  of 
learning  throughout  the  Union;  that  all  the  decisions  of  the 
Court  from  the  beginning,  which  are  of  public  interest,  ought 
to  be  edited  and  published  anew  from  the  materials  in  the 
Clerk’s  office  of  said  Court;  and  that  the  Senators  and  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
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are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  carry  this  important  design  into 
earlv  execution. 

D.  L.  BARRINGER, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 


J.  M.  ANDERSON, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate . 


Adopted  December  4th,  1843. 

A  true  copy, 

Jno.  S.  Young,  Secretary  of  State . 


(Presented  February  12,  1844  ) 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent,  that  they  are 
members  of  the  Bar,  practising  in  the  Courts  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee  ;  that  great  difficulty  is  experienced  throughout  the 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi  in  obtaining  the  Reports  of  the  Deci¬ 
sions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that  neither 
the  Reports  of  Dallas,  Cranch  nor  Wheaton,  can  be  obtained  at 
any  price;  that  the  condensed  edition  of  these  reports,  issued 
some  years  since,  has  rendered  the  republication  of  the  originals 
a  hazardous  enterprize,  while  it  has  left  them  as  indispensable 
as  before;  that  should  Congress  refuse  to  interfere,  it  is  mani¬ 
fest  that  no  ordinary  publisher  will  undertake  so  heavy  a  work, 
and  risk  the  annoyance  of  suits  for  copy-right,  with  a  work 
containing  the  only  authentic  interpretation  of  the  Constitution 
and  Acts  of  Congress,  should  no  more  be  encumbered  than  the 
constitution  and  acts  themselves;  that,  to  avoid  this  for  the 
future,  the  undersigned  are  advised  that  the  materials  exist  in 
the  records  and  files  of  the  Supreme  Court,  from  which  the  pro¬ 
posed  publication  could  be  made  as  complete  and  accurate  as 
can  be  reasonably  desired;  that  doubtless  many  competent  men 
can  be  found  to  prepare  it  for  the  press  in  a  manner  equal  to 
its  importance,  and  the  just  expectations  of  the  country;  that 
the  undersigned  are  assured  by  those  familiar  with  the  subject, 
that  the  cases  contained  in  the  forty-two  volumes  of  these  Re¬ 
ports,  costing  in  the  West  $250,  could  be  reported  with  clear¬ 
ness  and  accuracy  in  eleven  volumes,  of  about  seven  hundred 
pages  each,  including  a  general  index ,  which  would  not  cost, 
altogether,  exceeding  $35,  provided  an  edition  were  issued  equal 
to  the  now  pressing  demand  of  the  country;  and  that  there  are 
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from  eleven  to  twelve  hundred  counties,  parishes  or  districts  in 
the  United  States,  to  each  of  which,  as  well  as  to  every  Col¬ 
lege,  public  library,  and  incorporated  literary  institution  in  the 
Union,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety 
of  giving  a  copy  of  the  proposed  publication.  But  should  this 
be  regarded  as  involving  too  great  an  expense,  let  the  book  be 
put  on  sale  at  three  dollars  a  volume,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  ten  thousand  copies  would  not  more  than  supply  the 


demand. 

We  therefore  pray  Congress 
made. 

IT.  S.  Garland, 
(Illegible.) 

N.  S.  Brown, 

H.  S.  Kimble, 

Charles  Ready, 

A.  Wright, 

Wm.  H.  Wismer, 

E.  J.  Frierson, 

J.  B.  White, 

Thos.  H.  Fletcher, 

R.  Alexander, 

J.  P.  Clark, 

Francis  B.  Fogg, 

Jo.  C.  Guild, 

H.  B.  McDonald, 

W.  M.  Black  more, 
Micah  Taul, 

Andrew  Ewing, 

J.  W.  Baldridge, 

S.  I).  Frierson, 

John  J.  White, 

David  Campbell, 
(Illegible.) 

Thomas  M.  Jones, 

R.  H.  Rose, 

James  H.  Thomas, 
Russell  Houston, 

M.  S.  Frierson, 

Terry  II.  Cahal, 

We  concur  in  the  necessity  of 
the  demands  of  the  country. 


to  cause  the  publication  to  be 

James  Campbell, 

Robert  C.  Foster,  Jr., 

O.  B.  Hayes, 

J.  E.  Thomas, 

Alfred  Robb, 

Milton  A.  Haynes, 
Richard  Fletcher, 

James  G.  Shepherd, 

R.  M.  Williams, 

Robert  C.  Foster,  3d, 

Ro.  G.  Smiley, 

Geo.  W.  Allen, 

B.  F.  Carlton, 

J.  J.  B.  Southall, 

H.  Hollingsworth, 
Patterson  Fletcher, 
Horman  Cox, 

G.  D.  Full  more, 

W.  K.  Furnir, 

A.  V.  S.  Lindslev, 

John  Frimble, 

John  G.  Ferguson, 

R.  J.  Meigs, 

A.  O.  P.  Nicholson, 

Jno.  Marshall, 

John  M.  Lea, 

James  Whittworth, 

R.  B.  Robeson, 

Thos.  D.  Moselle. 

the  proposed  publication  to  meet 

W.  II.  Humphrys, 

Jno.  H.  Eaton, 

G.  W.  Campbell,  Jr. 


(Received  February  15,  1844.) 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States . 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  accompany¬ 
ing  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  I  here¬ 
with  transmit  certain  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  “  in  relation  to  a  Digest  of  the  Decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.” 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  1 5th,  1844. 

Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 

Executive  Department, 
Frankfort,  February  10th,  1845. 

Sir: — 

Pursuant  to  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Commonwealth,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your 
Excellency  two  copies  of  Resolutions  in  relation  to  a  Digest  of 
the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  request  that  you  lay  the  same  before  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  LETCHER. 

To  his  Excellency 

John  Tyler, 

President  of  the  U.  S. 


RESOLUTIONS 

In  relation  to  a  Digest  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 

of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  an  enlightened 
Judiciary  is  one  of  the  greatest  safeguards  to  liberty,  and  all 
the  blessings  of  a  free  government,  and  as  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  treaties  made  by 
authority  of  that  Constitution  are  binding  when  made  under  the 
authority  of  that  Constitution ;  and  as  the  decisions  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  on  all  questions  involving  the 
expositions  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  treaties  and  acts  of  Con¬ 
gress,  is  of  binding  authority  in  all  the  inferior  tribunals  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  all  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  States; 
therefore 
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1.  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky ,  That  a  more  general  diffusion  of  the  Decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  ought  to  be  provided  for  by  law. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  as  the  Decisions  of  said  Court  are  volumi¬ 
nous,  and  cannot  now  be  procured  but  at  great  expense,  (if  at 
all,)  that  it  is  expedient  that  a  digest  of  said  decisions  should 
be  prepared  by  some  competent  person  at  the  public  expense. 

3.  Resolved,  That  such  a  digest  so  prepared  should  be  pub¬ 
lished  at  public  charge,  and  distributed  amongst  all  the  judicial 
Officers  of  the  United  States,  and  Appellate  Judges,  and  Judges 
of  Courts  possessin 
this  Union. 

4.  Resolved ,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  President  of  the  United  States  with  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions,  with  a  request  that  he  lay  before  each 
house  of  Congress  a  copy  thereof. 

JNO.  L.  HELM, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

MANLEUS  V.  THOMPSON, 
Speaker  oj  the  Senate. 

Approved  21th  January,  1S44. 

R.  P.  Letciier. 

By  the  Governor : 

James  Harlan,  Secretary  of  State. 

Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  State. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  true  copies  of  Resolutions 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  as  the  same  re¬ 
mains  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  James  Harlan,  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  have  set  my  hand,  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office. 

Done  at  Frankfort,  this  23th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1844,  and 
in  the  fifty-second  year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

J.  Harlan,  Secretary  of  State . 


(Presented  April  29,  1844.) 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent,  that  they  are 
members  of  the  Bar,  practising  in  the  Courts  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky;  that  great  difficulty  is  experienced  throughout  the 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi  in  obtaining  the  Reports  of  the  Deci- 
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sions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  that  neither 
the  Reports  of  Dallas,  Cranch  nor  Wheaton,  can  be  obtained  at 
any  price;  that  the  condensed  edition  of  these  reports,  issued 
some  years  since,  has  rendered  the  republication  of  the  originals 
a  hazardous  enterprise,  while  it  has  left  them  as  indispensable 
as  before;  that  should  Congress  refuse  to  interfere,  it  is  mani¬ 
fest  that  no  ordinary  publisher  will  undertake  so  heavy  a  work, 
and  risk  the  annoyance  of  suits  for  copy-right  with  which  a 
work  containing  the  only  authentic  interpretation  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  Acts  of  Congress  should  no  more  be  encumbered 
than  the  constitution  and  acts  themselves;  that,  to  avoid  this 
for  the  future,  the  undersigned  are  advised  that  the  materials 
exist  in  the  records  and  files  of  the  Supreme  Court,  from  which 
the  proposed  publication  could  be  made  as  complete  and  accu¬ 
rate  as  can  be  reasonably  desired  ;  that  doubtless  many  compe¬ 
tent  men  can  be  found  to  prepare  it  for  the  press  in  a  manner 
equal  to  its  importance,  and  the  just  expectations  of  the  coun¬ 
try :  that  the  undersigned  are  assured,  by  those  familiar  with 
the  subject,  that  the  cases  contained  in  the  forty-two  volumes 
of  these  Reports,  costing  in  the  West  8250,  could  be  reported 
with  clearness  and  accuracy  in  eleven  volumes,  of  about  seven 
hundred  pages  each,  including  a  general  index,  which  would 
not  cost,  altogether,  exceeding  835,  provided  an  edition  were 
issued  equal  to  the  now  pressing  demand  of  the  country;  that 
there  are  from  eleven  to  twelve  hundred  counties,  parishes  or 
districts  in  the  United  States,  to  each  of  which,  as  well  as  to 
every  College,  public  library  and  incorporated  literary  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  Union,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  suggest 
the  propriety  of  giving  a  copy  of  the  proposed  publication. 
But  should  this  be  regarded  as  involving  too  great  an  expense, 
let  the  book  be  put  on  sale  at  three  dollars  a  volume,  and  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  ten  thousand  copies  would  not  more 
than  supply  the  demand. 

We  therefore  pray  Congress  to  cause  the  publication  to  be 
made. 

B.  Monroe,  Reporter  of  Supreme  Court,  Ky., 

Z.  Wheat,  Commonwealth  Attorney, 

Mason  Brown,  Judge  17th  District, 

James  W.  Davidson,  Attorney-at-law,  Russellville,  Ky., 
John  L.  Bridges,  Judge  12th  Judicial  District, 

G.  W.  Craddock,  Attorney-at-law,  at  Frankfort,  Ky., 

W.  D.  Reed,  Frankfort,  Kentucky, 

Fr.  Pevton,  M.  V.  Thomson, 

P.  C.  Hardin,  Wm.  V.  Laving, 

Dilly  Dyer,  Marshall  Key, 


2 


10 


N.  E.  Gray, 

Hiram  McElroy, 
Harry  Pirtle, 

John  McLarning, 

T.  F.  T  Chambers, 
R.  L.  Waddill, 

John  L.  Helm, 

J.  Campbell, 

Green  V.  Goble, 

Geo.  W.  Kavanaugh, 
Samuel  A.  Young, 
Clifton  R.  Thompson, 
W.  J.  Graves, 


W.  P.  Boyle, 

H  J.  Groesbeck, 
Shilling  CafFery, 
T.  T.  Garrard, 
Joseph  Haskin, 
Elisha  Smith, 
Shelby  Stone, 
Thos.  J.  Buford, 
E.  Apperson, 

L.  M  Cox, 

Geo.  W.  Ewing, 
Th.  N.  Lindsey, 
O.  G.  Cates. 


(Presented  January  27,  1845.) 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Resolutions 

To  procure  the  Reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  for  distribution  among  the  States  and 
Territories  of  the  Union. 

Resolved ,  (the  House  of  Assembly  concurring)  That  the  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as 
they  are  the  authentic  exposition  of  the  Constitution  and  stat¬ 
utes  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  circulated  through  the 
United  States,  so  that  a  copy  of  the  Reports  of  those  decisions 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  and  Judicial  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  State  Governments,  and  of  the  public  institutions 
of  every  State  and  Territory;  to  each  of  those  departments,  it 
seems  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  that  copies  of  these 
Reports  should  be  presented,  as  well  as  to  the  State  and  Terri¬ 
torial  institutions,  so  that  they  shall  be  accessible  at  all  times, 
and  become  generally  and  authentically  known. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  and  Members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  use  their  best  en¬ 
deavours  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  carry  these  import¬ 
ant  purposes  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  requested  to 
transmit  copies  of  these  Resolutions  to  each  of  the  Senators, 
and  to  the  Representatives  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales. 

Passed  January  21s',  1845. 
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State  op  New  Jersey. 

I,  Charles  G.  McChesney,  Secretary  of  State  of 
State  of  New  Jersey,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
¥B  f°reS°ing  is  a  true  copy  of  resolutions  passed  Janu- 
ary  21st,  1845,  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  as 
taken  from  and  compared  with  the  original  now  on 
file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  my  seal  of  office  at  Trenton,  in  said  State,  this  twenty- 
second  day  of  January,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

forty-five. 

Charles  G.  McChesney, 

Secretary  of  State. 


28th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [60] 

2 d  Session. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

OF  THE  v 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MARYLAND, 


IN  FAVOUR  OF 

The  'publication  and  distribution ,  by  Congress,  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 


January  27,  1845. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

January  6,  1845. 

/ 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That  a 
knowledge  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  embodying  the  supreme  judicial  law  of  the  country,  in 
the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  treaties,  and  acts  of  Con¬ 
gress,  and  comprehending  adjudged  principles  of  general  appli¬ 
cation,  and  of  supreme  authority  in  the  Federal  Courts,  and 
respected  in  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  States,  is  of  the  high¬ 
est  importance  to  every  citizen,  and  should  be  as  widely  diffused 
and  published  as  the  acts  of  Congress  themselves. 
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Resolved ,  That  a  more  general  diffusion  of  those  decisions 
should  be  provided  for  by  law,  and  that  they  should  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  States,  their  executive 
officers,  and  public  libraries,  as  well  as  to  the  libraries  of  the 
more  important  public  institutions  of  the  country. 

Resolved ,  That  inasmuch  as  those  decisions  cannot  be  pro¬ 
cured  but  at  a  great  cost,  if  at  all,  Congress  should  procure, 
or  cause  to  be  procured,  their  publication  for  distribution  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  to  the  end  that  they  be  afforded  to  the 
members  of  the  bar  of  the  country  at  a  price  within  the  reach 
of  all. 

Resolved ,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  be  respect¬ 
fully  requested  to  urge  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
upon  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  procure  their  early  action 
thereon;  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

By  order  :  GEORGE  G.  BREWER,  Clerk. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  resolution  which  passed  both  branches  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  at  December  session,  1844.  Given 
under  our  hands,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  this  22d  day  of 
January,  1845. 

GEORGE  G.  BREWER, 

Clerk  House  of  Delegates ,  Maryland < 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON, 

Clerk  Senate ,  Maryland . 


(Presented  January  27,  1845.) 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  members  of  the  Bar,  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  respectfully  represents  : 

That  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the  Decisions  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  should  have  a  more  general 
circulation  among  the  people  of  this  Country. 

Containing  the  only  authentic  exposition  of  the  Constitution, 
and  Acts  of  Congress,  and  embodying  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Law  of  the  Union,  their  dissemination  should  be  co-extensive 
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with  the  vast  and  wide  interests  over  which  they  have  a  con¬ 
trolling  influence. 

Hitherto  the  great  cost  of  the  Decisions  of  that  Court  have 
rendered  their  purchase  impossible  to  many  of  the  profession. 

In  many  parts  of  the  Union  the  Judges  of  the  State  Courts 
cannot  have  access  to  these  Decisions,  although  often  called 
upon  to  apply  them.  The  recent  reduction  of  the  cost  of  the 
Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  affords  to 
the  general  Government  an  opportunity  to  spread  them  through¬ 
out  the  Union. 

To  the  Courts  of  superior  Jurisdiction  of  every  State,  to  the 
Executive  and  Legislative  branches  of  every  State  Government, 
as  well  as  to  every  College  and  Public  Library,  a  copy  of  the 
Reports  of  these  Decisions  might  be  presented,  at  a  cost  to  the 
United  States  far  below  the  benefits  which  would  thereby  be 
conferred  on  the  people; — and  your  memorialists  respectfully 
represent,  that  they  sincerely  desire  that  the  objects  herein  set 
forth,  may  be  accomplished  by  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  your 
Honourable  bodies. 


William  Wilson,  Chief  Justice. 

Thom  as  C.  Browne,  Associate  Judge  Supreme  Court. 
James  Shields,  do.  do. 


do.  do. 

do.  do. 


J.  D.  Caton, 

A.  H.  Treat, 

Richard  M.  Young, 
Jesse  B.  Thomas, 
Walter  B.  Scates, 
Samuel  D.  Lockwood, 
E.  Peck, 

Onslow  Peters, 

O.  H.  Browning, 

A.  Lincoln, 

Willis  Colton, 

H.  M.  Wead, 

J.  Gillespie, 

Levi  Davis, 

N.  D.  Strong, 

M.  McCarmel, 

L.  W.  Ross, 

S.  W.  Robbins, 
William  H.  Herndon, 
Archibald  Williams, 

B.  S.  Edwards, 

L.  B.  Knowlton, 

W.  S.  D.  Ewing, 


do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

John  F.  Stewart, 
Churchhill  Cofling, 

D.  Logan, 

D.  B.  Campbell, 

J.  D.  Urquhart, 

N.  B.  Judd, 

John  Daugherty, 

J.  Buttenfield, 

R.  Yates, 

F.  D.  Dickey, 

E.  H.  Starkweather, 

C.  R.  Welles, 

A.  B.  Dunbar, 
George  C.  Dixon, 
Terris  Forman, 

E.  B.  Webb, 

George  M.  Davis, 
Thompson  Campbell, 
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A.  Campbell, 

Anson  S.  Miller, 

B.  C.  Cooke, 

Henry  Eddy, 
(Illegible.) 

William  A.  Denning, 
James  W.  Singleton, 
M.  Bray  man, 

James  Gilman, 


David  Davis, 

L.  G.  Hicks, 

Julius  Manning, 
Isaac  N.  Arnold, 
A.  F.  Patrick, 
James  C.  Conkling, 
N.  H.  Pauple, 

C.  R.  Harvey, 

H.  O.  Merriaeum. 


(Presented  February  15,  1845.) 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  members  of  the  Bar  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  respectfully  represents : 

That  a  knowledge  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Cranch,  Mr. 
Wheaton,  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Howard,  is  of  the  highest  import¬ 
ance  to  every  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Embodying  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Law  of  the  country;  and  containing  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  Acts  of  Congress  by 
this  high  tribunal,  from  the  organization  of  the  Government  to 
the  present  time; — they  comprehend  adjudged  principles  of 
general  application,  and  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  of 
supreme  authority  upon  almost  every  principle  of  lavf,  affecting 
the  political  and  personal  rights,  and  the  property  of  every  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent,  that  hitherto  the 
cost  of  the  numerous  volumes  of  the  Reports  of  the  Decisions  of 
that  Court  has  been  so  great,  as  to  make  their  purchase  always 
difficult,  and  sometimes  impossible  to  many  of  the  profession. 
The  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  often  called 
upon  to  apply  these  decisions,  and  always  bound  to  respect 
them,  are,  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  altogether  with¬ 
out  these  Reports,  in  consequence  of  their  great  cost :  and  thus, 
to  many,  these  Laws  of  the  land  are  unknown,  and  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  them  cannot  be  obtained.  Your  memorialists  respect¬ 
fully  submit  that  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  equally 
powerful  as  the  Statute  Laws,  in  the  cases  to  which  they  apply, 
and  they  should  be  as  widely  diffused  and  published. 

The  recent  reduction  of  the  cost  of  the  Reports  from  1791, 
to  1843,  inclusive,  from  $220,  to  less  than  one  third  of  that 
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amount,  affords  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  an 
opportunity  to  spread  through  the  Union  these  Reports;  and 
thus  to  increase  the  harmony  and  strength  of  the  Government, 
and  to  aid  in  its  preservation. 

To  the  Courts  of  Superior  Jurisdiction  of  every  State,  to  the 
Executive  and  Legislative  branches  of  every  State  Government, 
as  well  as  to  every  public  Library,  a  copy  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  might 
be  presented,  at  a  cost  to  the  United  States  far  below  the  bene¬ 
fits  which  would  thereby  be  conferred  upon  the  people. 

Not  less  important  would  it  be,  to  furnish  to  every  Diplo¬ 
matic  Representative  of  the  United  States  abroad,  a  copy  of 
these  Reports.  Upon  matters  of  International  Law,  on  the 
construction  of  the  treaties  made  by  the  United  States  with 
foreign  powers,  these  Reports  exhibit  the  Decisions  and  judg¬ 
ments  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  have  ever  been 
respected  for  high  judicial  learning,  full  abilities,  and  entire 
justice  and  integrity.  The  rank  and  consideration  of  the  United 
States  among  foreign  nations  would  be  extended  by  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  afforded  to  Foreign  States  to  know  the  Decisions  of 
our  Courts,  by  the  measure  respectfully  submitted  by  this 
memorial  to  the  consideration  of  your  honourable  bodies. 

Your  memorialists  have  been  advised,  that  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  by  resolutions,  pre¬ 
sented  to  Congress  at  the  last  session,  have  expressed  views 
such  as  these  stated  herein,  and  your  memorialists  respectfully 
say,  that  they  cordially  desire  that  the  objects  sought  by  those 
resolutions  shall  be  accomplished  by  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
your  honourable  bodies. 

And  they  will,  &c. 


(Appended  to  this  were  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatures  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  see  A  and  B.) 


O.  F.  Johnson, 

John  Miles, 

William  B.  HieskeJl, 
James  H.  Horn, 

W.  W.  Haly, 

J.  A.  Phillips, 

Josiah  Randall, 

John  Kennedy, 
James  Page, 

W.  M.  Tilghman, 

J.  Rumle, 

James  Hanna, 


G.  W.  Barton, 
Thomas  Bradfrod, 
V.  L.  Bradford, 
David  Paul  Browm, 
William  G.  Smith, 
Francis  Hopkinson, 
Constant  Guillou, 
R.  Penn  Smith, 

H.  M.  Watts, 

John  Swift, 

C.  Gilpin, 

Samuel  Hood, 
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Edward  D.  Ingraham, 
William  B.  Reed, 

St.  Geo.  T.  Campbell, 
Charles  J.  Biddle, 

J.  B.  Sutherland, 

John  J.  Devereux, 

H.  R.  Kneass, 

C.  &  J.  Fallon, 

George  Ernlen,  Jr., 

G.  Etting, 


Kenderton  Smith, 
J.  Mansfield  Sims, 
B.  E.  Brewster, 
Henry  M.  Philips, 
John  Mclntire, 

G.  M.  Wharton, 

E.  Spencer  Miller, 
James  J.  Barclay, 
Archibald  Randall. 


(A  memorial  from  the  members  of  the  Bar  of  New  Jersey,  in 
the  same  words  as  the  foregoing,  was  presented  January  27, 
1845,  with  the  following  signatures  :) 


William  Pennington, 
James  N.  Tuttle, 

W.  M.  Scueder, 

J.  Wilson, 

John  Van  Dyke, 

A.  Weits, 

James  W.  Wall, 
Richard  W.  Howell, 
E.  W.  Whelpley, 
James  Ewing, 

B.  W.  Yandervoort, 
Henry  W.  Green, 

T.  P.  Carpenter, 
Daniel  B.  Ryall, 
Daniel  Hains, 

Garret  D.  Wall, 

G.  S.  Cannon, 


Charles  Kinsey, 

B.  D.  Ogden, 

B.  Williamson, 

J.  Miller, 

Isaac  McLamming, 
Daniel  Dodd,  Jr., 
Lewis  C.  Grover, 

O.  S.  Halsted,  Jr., 
John  C.  Elmendson,  Jr. 
Harry  J.  Folles, 

J.  B.  Gidrain, 

F.  H.  Stevens, 

William  H.  Lupp, 
William  P.  Sherman, 

J.  F.  Hayemiller, 

Caleb  S.  Green, 

Lewis  Perrine. 


(Presented  February  17,  1845.) 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  members  of  the  Judiciary 
and  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York,  respectfully  represents, 

That  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Cranch,  Mr.  Wheaton, 
Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Howard,  are  but  emanations  from  the  focal 
light  of  the  concentrated  legal  wisdom  of  the  civilized  world, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  digested  and  adapted  by  the  expo- 
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rience  of  the  Bar  and  the  Bench  of  the  western  hemisphere,  to 
the  condition,  usages  and  habits,  social  and  commercial,  private 
and  public,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

And  your  memorialists  believe  that  a  knowledge  of  these 
decisions,  and  the  great  principles  in  which  they  are  given,  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  every  citizen  of  the  Republic,  em¬ 
bodying  as  these  decisions  do,  the  supreme  judicial  law  of  the 
country,  containing  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  of 
the  Acts  of  Congress,  from  the  organization  of  the  Government 
to  the  present  time,  and  comprehending  every  principle  of  law 
and  equity  of  general  application,  affecting  the  rights  and  duties, 
political  and  personal,  of  every  individual  amenable  to  the 
government  and  laws  of  the  several  States,  and  the  Federal 
Union. 

The  recent  reduction  of  the  cost  of  these  Reports,  (extending 
from  1791  to  1843,  inclusive,)  from  0220  to  less  than  a  third  of 
this,  the  ordinary  price,  presents  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  an  opportunity  to  spread  through  the  entire 
country  these  Reports,  and  thus  to  correct,  in  the  early  stages 
of  them,  or  to  prevent  many  of  the  errors  of  the  bar  and  of  the 
bench  in  the  superior  courts,  and  those  of  subordinate  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  in  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  thereby  facilitating  very 
much  the  administration  of  justice,  as  well  as  tending  greatly  to 
increase  the  harmony  and  strength  of  the  Government,  and 
insure  its  perpetuity. 

To  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the  several 
State  governments  ;  to  the  Courts  of  Record  of  supreme  and 
subordinate  jurisdiction  in  every  State;  to  every  public  library; 
to  each  of  these  a  copy  of  these  Reports  of  the  Decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  enriched  by  notes  copious  and  ample,  in  the 
action  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts,  ought  to  be  presented 
at  the  cost  of  the  United  States,  and  at  an  expense  immeasu¬ 
rably  below  the  benefits  which  would  thereby  be  conferred  upon 
the  people . 

Your  memorialists  need  not  remark  at  length  on  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  would  inure  to  the  Government  from  having  copies 
of  these  Reports  attached  to  the  several  offices  of  our  Diplomatic 
Representatives  abroad,  for  facilitating  the  transaction  of  Go¬ 
vernment  business,  and  your  honourable  body  cannot  but  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  rank  and  influence ,  political,  commercial  and 
moral,  of  this  country,  would  be  greatly  and  favorably  affected 
by  this  measure,  which  would  afford  opportunities  to  Foreign 
States  for  becoming  acquainted  with  our  civil  history  through 
the  action  of  our  highest  judicial  authority,  the  Supreme  Court 
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of  the  United  States,  whose  decisions  lose  nothing  by  compari¬ 
son  with  those  of  any  of  the  other  States  of  Christendom. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent,  that  heretofore  the 
cost  of  the  numerous  volumes  of  these  Reports  has  been  so  great 
as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult,  often  utterly  impossible,  for 
gentlemen  of  the  profession  to  procure  them  ;  and  judges  of  the 
Courts  of  the  different  States,  who  are  often  called  upon  to 
apply  the  principles  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  are  in  many  (even  most)  parts  of  the  Union 
altogether  without  them,  in  consequence  of  their  great  cost,  and 
thus,  to  many,  the  laws  of  our  land  are  unknown,  and  a  due 
knowledge  of  them  cannot  be  obtained.  Your  memorialists 
therefore  submit  to  your  honourable  body  that  these  Decisions 
being  equally  as  obligatory  on  the  citizens  as  the  statutes  of  the 
several  States,  should  be  published  and  deposited  in  appropriate 
places  by  the  power  which  enacts  and  enforces  them,  viz  the 
Government  of  the  Federal  Union. 

Your  memorialists  are  advised  that  the  Legislatures  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee,  by  resolutions  presented  to  Congress  at 
the  last  session,  have  expressed  their  views,  coincident,  in  effect, 
with  the  views  of  your  memorialists.  And  your  memorialists 
respectfully  express  their  earnest  desire  and  their  hope,  that 
the  objects  sought  by  such  resolutions  shall  now  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  your  honourable  body. 

N.  S.  Benton,  Jas.  Lawrence,  Syracuse. 

J.  A.  Spence,  Utica, 

I  agree  that  the  objects  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
above  memorial  are  highly  commendable,  and  entitled  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  public. 

S.  Wilson. 


Z.  A.  Leland. 

Job  Pierson,  Troy. 

D.  B.  Noxon,  Syracuse. 

Geo.  F.  Comistock. 

Clinton  De  Witt. 

H.  Shemoay,  Buffalo. 

Chas.  P.  Kirkland,  Utica. 

P.  Outwater,  jr. 

S.  J.  Hitchcock,  of  Conn. 
James  McKown,  Albany,  N.Y. 
J.  Vanderpoel,  “ 

S.  Horford,  “ 

Robert  D.  Mason,  “ 

Joseph  S.  Colt,  “ 


John  J.  Burton,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Orlando  Mead,  “ 

Samuel  S.  Fowler,  " 

Richard  Van  Renselaer,  “ 

John  A.  Livingston,  “ 

Te - Van  Yechton,  “ 

C.  Y.  Lansing,  “ 

Lucien  Birdseye,  “ 

James  L’Ainvinew,  “ 

Wm.  L.  Leawied,  “ 

N.  Hawley,  “ 

Wm.  Gullingen,  “ 

Abraham  Norvell,  “ 

Shephard,  “ 
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John  Homes,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

R.  H.  Northrop, 

Hooper  C.  Van  Yorst, 

C.  H.  Bramhall, 

J.  Koon, 

Archibald  Mclntire, 

John  B.  Frisbee, 

S.  A.  Goodwin,  Auburn. 

P.  Cagga. 

D.  B.  Caffney,  Albany. 

C.  Stevens, 

Julius  Rhoades, 

R.  W.  McElroy, 

R.  L.  Joice, 

Win.  W.  Frothingham,  Albany. 
Samuel  M.  Woodriffe. 

G.  R.  J.  Bowdoin,  of  N.  York. 
James  Edwards,  Albany. 
Samuel  S.  Randall, 

John  F.  Tracey, 

George  F.  Blair, 

H.  M.  Hyde, 

James  Genter,  of  Montgomery. 
John  E.  Hinman,  Oneida. 

A.  C.  Nurn,  Sullivan. 

J.  M.  Banks,  Chenango. 
William  D.  White,  Albany. 
John  Newland,  “ 

E.  Pearson,  Troy. 

S.  E.  Church,  “ 

John  D.  Willard,  Troy. 

John  Raymond, 

Job  S.  Olin, 

H.  Z.  Wagner, 

A.  G.  Johnson, 

Henry  A.  F.  Efft, 

S.  H.  Tring, 

W.  W.  Seymour, 

J.  Romeyn, 

T.  W.  Wh - 

George  Day, 

Archibald  Ball, 

Cyrus  D.  Sheldon, 

George  C.  Waite, 
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F.  W.  Walker,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
John  Q.  Wilson,  “ 

Wm.  A.  Young,  “ 

B.  Bolrorth,  Troy. 

Charles  M.  Davis,  Troy. 
Martin  J.  Tounsend,  “ 

Giles  B.  Kellogg, 

Joseph  White, 

N.  B.  Olin, 

C.  R.  Richards, 

J.  F.  Wells, 

S.  D.  Lewis, 

J.  Forsyth, 

John  Gaul,  jr.,  Columbia. 

Olive  Coott,  “ 

Stephen  W.  Hart,  “ 

W.  H.  Shervinay,  Watertown. 
John  H.  Talcott,  Buffalo. 

Sami.  Stephens,  Albany. 

Azar  Faber,  " 

Daniel  Curdy,  “ 

O.  Hastings,  Rochester. 

Caleb  Day,  “ 

A.  C.  Smith,  “ 

Samuel  White,  “ 

John  C.  Wright,  Schoharie. 

H.  Gay,  “ 

B.  Van  Benthinsir,  “ 

Simon  Relyfer,  \  “ 

William  J.  Hough,  Cazenovia. 

T.  M.  Haight, 

J.  M.  Davidson, 

Henry  Cook, 

Ira  Harris, 

Albert  Gallup,  Albany. 

F.  Q.  Sherwood,  “ 

A.  Gibbs,  Buffalo. 

F.  W.  Fen,  “ 

D.  E.  Wheeler,  New  York. 

C.  Comstock,  Oneida. 

Theo.  R.  Lee,  Westchester. 
Jarvis  M.  Hatch,  Utica. 

L.  E.  Evans,  Albany. 
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(Presented  February  18,  1845.) 

To  the  Senate  and  House,  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  respectfully  represent, 

That  it  is  justly  incumbent  on  the  power  enacting,  expound¬ 
ing,  and  enforcing  the  laws,  to  see  to  it,  that  the  laws  as  enact¬ 
ed,  explained  and  applied,  are  placed  within  the  reach  of  the 
people,  whose  province  it  is  to  understand  and  obey  them. 

That  on  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  a  country  must  depend, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  harmonious  action  of  the  elements  of 
society,  and  the  administration  of  justice. 

That  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  by 
a  wise  and  liberal  provision,  have  placed  the  laws  of  their 
respective  States  in  the  offices  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several  coun¬ 
ties  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  have  placed  with 
the  laws  the  Reports  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Courts  of 
their  respective  States,  to  the  intent  that  both  the  law’s  them¬ 
selves,  and  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  judicial  authority,  may 
alike,  and  together,  be  accessible  to  the  people. 

That  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  equally  as  obligatory 
on  the  citizens  of  the  several  States  as  are  the  laws  of  their  own 
respective  States. 

That  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
as  reported  by  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Crunch,  Mr.  Wheaton,  Mr. 
Peters  and  Mr.  Howard,  are  the  only  authentic  exposition  of 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
practically  in  themselves  considered,  and  as  interwoven  with 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  several  States  of  the  con¬ 
federacy. 

That  on  the  diffusion  of  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  government,  interwoven  with  the  governments  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  State  sovereignties,  must  rest  the  stability  of  our  civil  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  the  blessings  of  peace  and  good  government. 

That  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
are  extremely  scarce  throughout  almost  the  entire  State;  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  Reports  are,  at  least,  equally  scarce  in 
the  other  States  and  territories  of  the  Union;  that  neither  the 
people,  the  bar,  nor  the  bench  can  have  access  to  them. 

That  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  now  deposited  in  the 
offices  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several  counties  in  the  different 
States  of  the  Union,  in  accordance  with  a  provision  made  by 
act  of  Congress  for  this  purpose;  and  the  undersigned  respect¬ 
fully  ask  Congress  to  make  provision  for  having  the  Reports  of 
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the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  placed  with  the  statutes 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  several  County  Clerks’  offices  of  the 
different  States  of  the  Union — that  the  people,  living  under  the 
mixed  government  of  State  and  United  States  authority,  to  both 
of  which  they  owe  allegiance,  may  have  within  their  reach  not 
only  the  State  Laws  and  State  Reports ,  but  also  the  United 
States  Laws  and  the  United  States  Reports. 

Assembly.  Counties . 

D.  S.  Howard,  Lewis 

John  L.  Bevens,  Montgomery 
Nathaniel  Cor,  Allegany 
A.  C.  Smith,  Steuben 

W.  C.  Rogers,  “ 

Lewis  Pheyer,  Oswego 

L.  H.  Brown,  Jefferson 

Peter  M.  Key,  Chemung 
P.  H.  Fomlee,  Montgomery 
Clarkson  F.  Crosby,  Albany 
Alanson  M.  Knapp,  Wayne 
Cyrus  Johnson,  Broome 

T.  II.  Oakees,  New  York 
Daniel  Gould,  Cayuga 

William  Wilcox,  “ 

John  Sweeney,  Niagara 

Peter  J.  Bachman,  Columbia 
T.  M.  Nivens,  Orange 

Charles  B.  Miller,  Chenango 
F.  B.  Carpenter,  Otswego 
Linus  Porter,  Delaware 

John  J.  Mabuth,  Madison 
William  Smith,  “ 

John  H.  Dayton,  Suffolk 
William  M.  Bunker,  Columbia 
James  Cameron,  Warren 
H.  R.  May,  Sullivan 

Joseph  P.  Brower,  Rockland 
J.  T.  Bush,  Erie 

Merit  Brooks,  Oneida 

J.  R.  Rose,  Clerk,  Albany 
L.  J.  Tefft,  Onondaga 

H.  G.  Hardige,  Otsego 

Alexander  H.  Buill,  Herkimer 
R.  M.  Tu thill.  Orange 

John  Brooks,  “ 

Joel  Burdick,  Chenango 


Assembly.  Counties. 

Horatio  Seymour, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly 
A.  G.  Thompson,  Jr.,  N.  York 
Julius  C.  Kinne,  Onondago 
Seymour  Boughton,  Scholarie 
R.  N.  Morrison,  New  York 
Seren  D.  Moullon,  “ 

Hiram  Horlon,  Franklin 

John  C.  Hammond,  Essex 
Henry  C.  Frisbee,  Chautauque 
J.  F.  Raymond,  Monroe 

Daniel  Lee,  Erie 

Walter  Sherman,  Dutchess 
Edward  Edwards,  Saratoga 
Andrew  Billings,  Oneida 
L.  F.  Bowen,  Niagara 

R.  L.  Wyckoff,  Kings 

Ira  Harris,  Albany 

N.  P.  Gregory,  Clinton 

C.  D.  Fellows,  Otsego 

John  Stevenson,  Washington 
Eli  C.  Blake,  New  York 

Gardin  Goald,  Orleans 

James  Jarvis,  New  York 

John  J.  R.  Du  P -  “ 

J.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Steuben 
Asa  S.  Hazelton,  St.  Lawrence 
H.  W.  Wells, 

W.  H.  Van  Schoonkiver,  Rens- 

selear 

William  C.  Bluss,  Monroe 
Harry  Betts,  Rensselear 

William  Gifford,  Schenectady 
Thomas  Skelton,  Oneida 

John  J.  Dickson,  Way  ne 
John  L.  Russell,  St.  Lawrence 
Jacob  L.  Ferm,  New  York 
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Assembly . 

Sherman  Miller, 
Jacob  Lonowe, 
John  G.  Collins, 
Leonard  Letchfield, 
T.  Buell,  Jr., 

D.  B.  Hervey, 

G.  W.  Sager, 

Ishoel  Huntington, 
Henry  Tibbits, 


Counties . 

Tompkins 

Steuben 

Allegany 

Ontario 

Green 

a 

Ontario 

Schoharie 


Assembly .  Counties . 

John  Culver,  New  York 
Roderick  White,  Catteraugus 
Leverett  Spring,  Wyoming 
S.  A.  Brown,  Chautauque 
Leonard  Searing,  Cayuga 
Andrew  W.  Young,  Wyoming 
Aaron  Long,  Genessee 

A.  W.  Danforth,  Jefferson 


C.  Comstock,  of  Oneida,  D.  E.  Wheeler,  of  New  York,  and 
Thomas  R.  Lee,  of  Westchester,  subscribed  the  other  petition 
as  members  of  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Solomon  S.  Hall,  Chenango. 


Senators.  Senatorial  District . 


G.  F.  Stinmare, 

Orville  Clark, 

First. 

Frederick  F.  Backed, 

Eighth. 

E.  B.  Talcott, 

Fifth. 

H.  J.  Sugwick, 

Seventh. 

George  Folsom, 

First. 

Edward  Varney, 

Fourth. 

Erastus  Corning, 

Third. 

Corlas  Emmoris, 

Eighth. 

Abm.  A.  Dey, 

Second. 

Corlus  V.  Scovil, 

Fifth. 

Harney  Putnam, 

Eighth. 

Gideon  Hard, 

Eighth. 

John  C.  Wright, 

Subscribed  the  other  petitions. 

Third. 
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(Presented  February  20,  1845.) 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five. 

RESOLVE 

Concerning  the  distribution  of  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court 

of  the  United  States. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  are  as  indispensable  to  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
Laws  of  the  Union,  as  the  statutes  passed  under  the  authority 
of  the  general  government;  and  that  our  Senators  and  Repre¬ 
sentatives  in  Congress  be  therefore  requested  to  urge  upon  Con¬ 
gress  the  propriety  of  providing  by  law,  for  the  publication  and 
free  distribution  of  said  decisions  among  the  judicial  tribunals 
of  the  States,  their  executive  officers  and  public  libraries,  and 
the  libraries  of  the  more  important  institutions  of  the  country. 

Resolved ,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve  to  each  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  Commonwealth. 

House  of  Representatives,  February  12,  1845. 

Passed,  SAMUEL  H.  W ALLEY,  Jr.,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  February  14,  1845. 

Passed,  LEVI  LINCOLN,  President. 

February  15,  1845. 

Approved, 

George  N.  Briggs. 

February  17,  1845. — A  true  copy. 

Attest — John  G.  Palpley, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

forty-five. 

Whereas ,  the  attention  of  Congress  has  been  called  by  the 
Legislatures  of  several  States,  to  the  necessity  and  importance 
of  a  distribution  among  the  several  States,  of  the  printed  Re¬ 
ports  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  the  Union,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  in  which 
the  laws  and  resolves  of  the  National  Legislature  are  distributed; 
and  whereas  this  Legislature  believe  that  such  a  distribution  of 
said  Reports  as  would,  at  least,  furnish  the  same  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  of  each  of  the  States,  would  be  of  great  public 
utility — therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  convened ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legisla¬ 
ture,  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  purchase  and 
distribution  of  said  Reports  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  subserve 
the  public  interest,  and  as  will  furnish  at  least  one  copy  thereof 
to  each  State  library. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Senators  from  this  State  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  be  instructed,  and  the  Representatives  re¬ 
quested,  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law, 
providing  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  design  recommended 
in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

And  be  it  further  resolved ,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolutions  to  the  presiding  officers  of  both  Houses  of  the  29th 
Congress,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress. 

HARRY  HIBBARD, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 

ASA  P.  CATE, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  June  26,  1845. — John  H.  Steele,  Governor. 

A  true  copy, 

Attest — Thomas  P.  Treadwell,  Secretary  of  State. 
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29th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [80] 

1$£  Session . 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  RHODE  ISLAND, 

IN  RELATION  TO 


The  distribution ,  among  the  States ,  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 


December  22,  1845. — Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
January  20,  1846. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


STATE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  PROVIDENCE  PLANTATIONS. 

In  General  Assembly, 

June  Session ,  A.  D.  1845. 

Resolved ,  That  this  General  Assembly  deem  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  general  government  to  purchase  and  distribute,  among 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  the 
public  law  may  be  disseminated  at  the  public  expense;  and 
while  the  statute  enactments  of  Congress  are  distributed  among 
the  Territories  and  the  States,  it  is  equally  important  that  the 
construction  put  upon  those  enactments  by  the  highest  judicial 
tribunal  of  the  country  should  be  distributed  for  the  information 
of  the  people. 

Resolved ,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  are  hereby 
requested  to  use  all  proper  efforts  to  secure  the  distribution  by 
Congress  of  the  said  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  such 
manner  as  the  public  interest  shall  seem  to  require. 

Resolved ,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress. 

True  copy. — Witness: 

HENRY  BOWEN,  Secretary . 
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29th  Congress,  Doc.  No.  23.  House  of  Rep. 

1st  Session .  - 

_ _  / 

DISTRIBUTION  SUPREME  COURT  DECISIONS. 


RESOLUTIONS 

OP 

THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  CONNECTICUT, 

RELATIVE 

To  the  distribution  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

United  States. 


Decemeer  II,  1845. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

CONNECTICUT. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  holden  at 
Hartford,  in  said  State,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  A.  D. 
1845, 

Resolved ,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  assembly,  it  is  as  much 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  take  measures  for  the  purchase  and 
proper  distribution  of  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  several  States 
and  Territories,  and  the  people  at  large,  as  to  provide  for  the 
public  dissemination  of  the  statute  enactments  of  Congress  ;  that 
both  measures  are  equally  national  in  their  character,  and  are 
legitimate  subjects  for  national  legislation. 

Resolved ,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  29th 
Congress,  from  this  State,  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to 
aid  in  securing  the  distribution,  by  Congress,  of  the  aforesaid 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  such  manner  as  the  public 
interest  shall  seem  to  demand. 

Resolved ,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  and  to  each  of  the  delegation  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

State  op  Connecticut,  1 
Office  of  Secretary  of  State ,  J  SS ’ 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy,  as  on  file  in  this  office. 

Attest: 

DANIEL  P  TYLER, 

Secretary  of  State . 
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29th  Congress,  Doc.  No.  67. 

1st  Session. 


House  of  Rep. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPREME  COURT  REPORTS. 


RESOLUTIONS 

OF 

THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  DELAWARE, 

RELATING  TO 

The  distribution  of  the  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

United  States. 


January  13,  1846. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

CHAPTER  XCYI. 

A  resolution  to  procure  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  distribution  among 

the  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Delaivare  in  General  Assembly  met ,  That  the  decisions 

of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  the  authentic  exposition  of  the  constitution  and  statutes  of 
the  United  States,  ought  to  be  circulated  through  the  United 
States,  so  that  a  copy  of  the  reports  of  those  decisions  may  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  executive  and  judicial  departments  of 
the  Slate  governments,  and  of  the  public  institutions  of  every 
State  and  Territory;  to  each  of  these  departments  it  seems  to 
the  Legislature  of  Delaware  that  copies  of  the  reports  should  be 
presented,  as  well  as  to  the  State  and  Territorial  institutions,  so 
that  they  shall  be  accessible  at  all  times,  and  become  universally 
and  authentically  known. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Senators  and  Members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  use  their  best  exer¬ 
tions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  carry  these  important 
purposes  into  execution. 

Resolved ,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  to 
the  Representative  of  Delaware  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States 

Adopted  at  Dover,  January  28,  1845. 
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29th  Congress, 
1st  Session. 
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[70] 


RESOLUTIONS 

OF 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  GEORGIA, 

RELATIVE 

To  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

January  15,  1846. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IN  SENATE. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  in  General  Assembly  met ,  That  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  as  they  contain  the 
most  authentic  exposition  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  ought  to  be  published  under  authority  of  the 
Con  gress  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  public  expense,  and 
distributed  in  such  manner  as  that  all  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  have  access  thereto. 

And  be  it  further  resolved ,  That  our  Senators  and  Representa¬ 
tives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  carry  this  important  design  into  early 
execution,  and  that  the  governor  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reso¬ 
lutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
from  this  State. 

Agreed  to,  December  23,  1845. 

ABSALOM  H.  CHAPPELL, 

President  of  the  Senate . 

Attest : — Thos.  R.  R.  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

In  House  of  Representatives,  concurred  in  December  23, 1845. 

CHARLES  J.  JENKINS, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Attest: — John  J.  Word, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 

Assented  to,  December  29,  1845. 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD,  Governor. 

Resolutions  of  a  similar  character  to  the  foregoing  have  been 
passed  by  the  Legislatures  of  Illinois  aud  Ohio . 
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